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        Connecticut Coalition to Improve End-of-Life Care

                              “committed to improving care of the dying”

December 7, 2011
Enclosed is paperwork for 2012 membership in the Connecticut Coalition to Improve End-of-Life Care.  We are pleased to offer another year of membership at the same rate as previous years.  Membership by both individuals and organizations helps to support our efforts to improve end-of-life care in Connecticut.  As a benefit, members receive a discount at any of our conferences and at our annual meeting.  We also welcome participation on our working committees.

2011 Highlights

In September of 2010, the Coalition submitted two grant proposals in response to Request for Proposal # 2011-0908, made possible by a CT Cancer Partnership grant from the CT Department of Public Health in support of the CT Cancer Plan 2009-2013.  Both proposals were accepted. The proposals are in response to the recommendations of a 2008 grant to the Coalition, also funded by the DPH, to perform a survey to identify unmet learning needs of health care providers.  (Details of the results of the grant survey are available on the Coalition’s website at www.ctendoflifecare.org.)  Our first proposal is to implement an End-of-Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC)-Geriatric train the trainer program.  The second proposal is to implement a geriatric training based on the ELNEC curriculum for the whole interdisciplinary team.  

The Train the Trainer committee began working early in 2011 to plan a two day conference that took place on October 20 and 21st at the Crowne Plaza in Cromwell.  50 nurses attended and successfully completed the training.  At the end of the 2 day training, participant identified 3 goals for improving end of life care within their institutions over the coming year. Progress towards these goals will be followed up at 6 and 12 months after the conference as well as other data to identify the effectiveness of the training.  

The interdisciplinary geriatric training committee has started working on planning two conferences for 2012.  Some of the nurses who attended the train the trainer conference have expressed interest in sending members of their team to one or both of these conferences to help them implement their goals.  The first conference will take place April 20, 2012 at the Crown Plaza in Cromwell.  The second will take place October 29, 2012, place to be determined.
An area we would like to focus on in 2012 is pediatric end-of-life care.  This was reflected in our annual meeting on December 7th with the keynote presentation by Eileen O’Shea, DPN, RN entitled, “Understanding Pediatric Palliative Care:  What it is and what it should be.”  We encourage anyone to get in touch with Eileen via the Coalition if your facility/institution would like more information or a presentation in this area, which is often neglected due to the much larger number of older patients at end of life.  
If you have Facebook, please consider becoming a fan on our Facebook page.  We continue to update resources on our website and welcome submissions.  You may also view the power point presentations from the annual conference and meeting.  
Our Mission
Our mission within Connecticut is to improve the care of people who are dying and to ensure that every individual has information about and access to compassionate, quality end-of-life care.

The Coalition’s primary objectives in fulfilling its mission are to: 

1. Identify, disseminate and promote education on end-of-life care for health care professionals, the general public and policy makers;

2. Encourage the translation of research in end-of-life care into practice;

3. Promote effective end-of-life care through public policy.

Coalition dues and donations help to support staff, mailing costs, printing of educational materials and a variety of other operating expenses. The dues program is structured as follows: 

·  There are three Membership categories:



· Organizational membership with annual dues of $200 (up to 4 people)

· Individual membership with annual dues of $50

· Student membership with annual dues of $25

·  Benefits of Membership:

· Organizations:  Coalition mailing list; ability to post information to the resource page of the website; a discount at our educational programs and the annual meeting for up to four people from your organization; a free copy of the Coalition’s booklet “Beginning the Conversation” and an opportunity to volunteer time to the Coalition and its committees.

· Individuals/students: Coalition mailing list, ability to post information to the resource page of the website; a discount at our educational programs and the annual meeting; a free copy of the Coalition’s booklet “Beginning the Conversation” and an opportunity to volunteer time to the Coalition and its committees.
The sponsorship program is structured as follows:

· There are two Sponsorship categories:

· Annual Partner Sponsorship:  $500

· Event Sponsorship:  $1,000-$5,000

· Benefits of Sponsorship:

· Partner and event sponsors will be prominently featured on Coalition materials including the website, conference materials and publications.  In addition, event sponsors will receive unique recognition associated with the event they are sponsoring.  All sponsors will be included on the collation mailing list, have the ability to post information to resources and events pages of the website, receive a discount on educational programs, and have the opportunity to volunteer time to Coalition and its committees.

Please complete the dues and sponsorship form below and the contact information sheet. 

Thank you for your support.  Tax-deductible contributions in addition to payment of dues would also be deeply appreciated.
CONNECTICUT COALITION TO IMPROVE END-OF-LIFE CARE

2011 DUES AND SPONSORSHIP FORM
PAYMENT TYPE:

______ Organization




$200

______ Individual




 $50

______ Student




$25

______Annual Partner Sponsorship

$500

______Event Sponsorship



_______

______Tax Deductible Contribution

_______


Total payment:




$_________

Payment options:  

_______Payment by check payable to CT Coalition to Improve End of Life Care

Mail with Member Contact Information Form to:  

   c/o 52 Colony Road
   New Haven, CT 06511


_______ PayPal  
Email this document to info@ctendoflifecare.org and you will receive a request for funds.

MEMBER/SPONSOR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________

Company/Organization and Title (if applicable): __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________________________Fax:___________________________________

E-Mail: _________________________________________________     

Yes! I am interested in joining the following committee(s):

___   Membership Committee: The primary responsibility of the membership committee is to build the membership of the Coalition by identifying potential organizations and individual members and invite them to be on a committee.

___   Media/Public Relations Committee:  The primary purpose of the media/public relations committee is to increase the Coalition’s visibility in the state and to help advance sales of the Coalition’s booklet:  “Beginning the Conversation.”
____   Education Committee:  The primary purpose of the education committee is to plan and deliver two conferences based on the grant proposals accepted by the Department of Public Health.   

Speakers Bureau: If you would be willing to speak to a community group about issues related to end-of-life care, please complete: 

Topic(s) you could speak about: 
_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

